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Private G/22327, 2nd Bn., The Queens (Royal West Surrey) Regiment
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At 20, Henry Howard married the 17-year-old
Mary Parsons at St Michael’s,
Aldershot in 1873. Both being born at Pirbright, it is a mystery why they didn’t
choose to marry here. Harriet, the oldest child, arrived next year and by the time of
the 1881 census, when they were living at Boro Hill Cottage, another 3 had been
born.
By 1891 they were living in one of Searles Cottages, at the Green end of Chapel
Lane, with 7 children, as the older ones had started to leave home. By 1901, at the
same address, Percy had arrived. He was born on February 28 th 1897 and baptised
on May 14th. One more brother, Sidney, arrived 3 years later, making a spread of
26 years for all the children.

In 1905 the family made their final move, to 5 Pirbright Terrace, a much larger and
more modern house. This would mean the luxury of 3 bedrooms for the 2 parents
and 4 boys that remained. Percy, at just 14, had just left school and had no
occupation. Leonard was a gardener, Walter a house boy and young Sidney still at
school.

Giving up his job at the Friary Brewery, Percy enlisted at Guildford in October
1914 and was posted to the 2nd Battalion of the Queens. These two press cuttings
from the Surrey Advertiser in May and June 1917 graphically tell of Percy’s fate at
Bullecourt, near Arras and give news of his brothers, who survived -

