
 

 

 

Sapper 554114, 511 Field Coy, Royal Engineers 

Died of wounds, 25th September 1917, Yser Canal Bank, Ypres 

*Sapper 87299, 491 Field Coy, Royal Engineers 

Died 30th August 1918, Achiet-le-Grand, Bapaume 

   

The two youngest sons of John and Sarah Faggetter, Charles was born in 1887 and 

Albert in 1889. Their two elder brothers, John and Harry, were to survive the Great 

War. Father John senior, like most of the Faggetters, was in the building trade and 

had the good fortune to be in business when Lord Pirbright built many of his 

developments in Pirbright.  

Parents and the 7 children lived at Elm House, the first house, and the first to be 

built in Gibbs Acre. All went to Pirbright School and Charlie stayed on an extra 

year until he was 15. In the 1901 census, at 49, their father John senior was 

described as a ‘Retired Builder’, which was probably due to ill-health and 23-year-

old John junior had probably taken over the running of the business with the help 

of brother Harry and no doubt others of the extended Faggetter family. 

CHARLIE & *ALBERT FAGGETTER 



By 1911 Charlie had followed the family tradition as a bricklayer and Bertie had 

become a carpenter and the pair were partners. There was plenty of building work 

about in Pirbright and it was about this time that elder brother John built the lych 

gate and rebuilt the church porch, probably helped by his brothers. 

With their building background, both joined up in the Royal Engineers in 1915, 

Bertie shortly after being summoned for a cycling offence –  

 

 

Charlie probably enlisted about the same time. He was certainly a soldier when he 

married in November that year. His bride was Lilian Sarah Gadd, a bricklayer’s 

daughter from St Johns. The couple had no children. He was also the first to be 

killed, on September 25th 1917 – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Almost a year later, on August 30th 1918, Bertie died - 

 

 

 

 


